
RESOLUTION NUMBER 189 

MILL CREEK VALLEY RECOGNITION 

 

WHEREAS, the members of the City of St. Louis Board of Aldermen hold in high esteem those neighborhoods 

that have contributed greatly to the history and culture of this city; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mill Creek Valley neighborhood was a center of African-American life in St. Louis; home to 

over 20,000 residents and 800 businesses; and whose inhabitants included Josephine Baker, Scott Joplin, and 

Madam C.J. Walker; and  

 

WHEREAS, the heart of the Mill Creek Valley neighborhood was approximately 450 acres and roughly 

bounded by Grand Boulevard on the west, Olive Street on the north, 20th Street on the east, and the railroad 

tracks on the south; and  

 

WHEREAS, in the late 1950s, virtually every building in that geography was razed in what was then termed 

blight removal and urban renewal, and over 20,000 residents, mostly African-American, were displaced from 

their homes, businesses, and community; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis, in partnership with Harris-Stowe University, the CITYPARK soccer 

stadium, the Great Rivers Greenway Brickline Greenway, former residents of the neighborhood, and other 

stakeholders, wishes to identify and recognize Mill Creek Valley and those who lived there, and remind and 

educate the citizens of St. Louis as to the injustice of that forced removal; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper that the St. Louis Board of Aldermen should pause in its diverse legislative 

duties and responsibilities in order to recognize the enduring spirit of Mill Creek Valley and its contributions to 

the city’s history and culture. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to commemorate the history and culture of the Mill Creek Valley neighborhood, 

and the disproportionate and unjust impact on African-American St. Louisans due to its demolition. We further 

direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to 

prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented at a time and place deemed appropriate by 

the Sponsor. 

 

Introduced on the 10th day of February, 2023 by:  

The Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward  

 

Adopted this 10th day of February, 2023 as attested by:  

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Dr. Megan Green 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


